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Bring About a Decisive Turn in the Improvement of the People’s Standard of 

Living and the Building of a Great, Prosperous and Powerful Country by 

Accelerating the Development of Light Industry Once Again This Year

Joint Editorial of Rodong Sinmun, Joson Inmingun and Chongnyon Jonwi

Today we are greeting the year 2011, a year filled with hope, a year of new 

prosperity, after glorifying the stirring first decade of the 21st century as a decade full 

of great victories.

The  last  was  a  decade  when we invariably  defended the ideas  and cause  of 

President Kim Il Sung, a decade full of creations and miracles when we built a solid 

springboard for achieving the status of a great, prosperous and powerful country. In 

the crucible of the complicated 21st century, our country has always stood in the 

limelight of the world, at the forefront of anti-imperialist independence.

Our service personnel and people, who have written a heroic epic of victory after 

victory under the energetic leadership of General Kim Jong Il, are full of ambition for 

a brighter future and confidence in sure victory.

Last  year  2010  was  a  year  of  great  changes,  when  miraculous  events  that 

provided a picture of a prosperous tomorrow took place one after another.

Our Party’s strategy of the building of a great, prosperous and powerful country 

is the most scientific and realistic. Our onward march of last year for a great upsurge 

was  propelled  as  General  Kim  Jong  Il  had  planned  and  intended,  and  came  to 

wonderful fruition as he had visualized. Korea does what it is determined to do—this 

immutable truth was confirmed by the reality.

The promising future and invincibility of our Party and revolution were fully 

demonstrated through the grand political events of last year noteworthy in the history 
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of our nation.

The Conference of the Workers’ Party of Korea that was convened amidst the 

mounting  political  enthusiasm  of  our  people  and  the  great  interest  of  the  world 

proved to be a major milestone in the development of our Party eternally into the 

party of President Kim Il Sung and in the enhancing of its leadership authority to the 

maximum. That the fundamental guarantee for carrying forward and accomplishing 

the cause of the Party, the Juche revolutionary cause, was provided is a great glory 

for our service personnel and people.

The  celebrations  held  on  the  highest  standard  and  in  a  characteristic  way 

greeting the 65th anniversary of the founding of the Party vividly demonstrated in 

front of the eyes of the world the might of the single-hearted unity and invincible 

military strength that reached a new high. Notwithstanding the complicated situation, 

our public sentiment  remained stable on a  high level,  and the will  of the service 

personnel  and  people  to  stoutly  follow  the  long  road  of  revolution  under  the 

leadership of the Party grew stronger. There are no party and people in the world as 

great as ours, which have an ever-victorious history and a highly promising future.

In the crucible of the onward march of last year for a great upsurge, a road was 

opened definitely  for  remarkably  improving the people’s  standard of  living at  an 

earlier date.

The Party’s call for channelling everything into improving the people’s standard 

of living stirred the whole country and brought about thrilling sounds of victory in all 

the hard-fought projects for a great upsurge. Under the wise leadership of the Party 

the projects for modernization were promoted dynamically in the industrial sectors 

related to the people’s living, such as  light industry, chemical  industry and metal 

industry, opening a bright prospect of mass-producing the Juche-based steel,  fibre 

and  fertilizer.  Hundreds  of  major  projects  including  the  Taegyedo  tideland 
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reclamation  and  Ryesonggang  Youth  Power  Station  No.  2  were  brought  to 

completion, and spectacular scenes in the Songun era unfolded in various parts of the 

country.  The  establishment  of  foundations  for  realizing  the  ideals  of  a  great, 

prosperous and powerful country we have so long desired is a precious achievement 

made in the onward march for a great upsurge.

Last year witnessed the spirit of Songun Korea dashing toward the world.

World-shaking, brilliant achievements were made in such fields of latest science 

and technology as  information  and nuclear  technologies  through the  high-pitched 

drive to push back the frontiers of science and technology. Kim Il Sung University, 

Hamhung  University  of  Chemical  Engineering  and  other  institutions  of  training 

talents were refurbished splendidly as required by the era of the knowledge-based 

economy. The mass-based culture and art were developed onto a new high stage, and 

works of art and literature with perfect ideological and artistic qualities, like the light 

comedy  An Echo among the Hills, were produced one after  another.  These are a 

source of great pride to our country, a socialist cultural giant. Infinitely bright is the 

future  of  our  country as  all  the  people  are giving free rein  to their  thoughts  and 

feelings in a bid to make their great Party and Kim Il Sung’s Korea admired by the 

world.

Last year was a historic year, when the outstanding leadership ability of General 

Kim Jong Il, who is translating his grand plan for achieving prosperity into reality, 

was demonstrated on the highest level.

Our drive of last year to build a thriving nation was conducted under extremely 

tense  situation  and  vicious  sanctions  of  the  enemy.  Our  Party’s  idea  is  that  of 

offensive, and its mode of making revolution is also that of offensive. The will of the 

great General to defend the dignity of the nation to the last in any storm and stress 

remained steadfast,  and his art of leading the whole army and all the people to a 
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dauntless offensive was quite extraordinary and adroit. 

Etched in the chronicle of General Kim Jong Il’s leadership for a great upsurge 

in  2010  are  on-site  guidance  trips  of  forced  march  beyond  human  imagination. 

During the whole year from its outset, he continuously visited the battlefields for a 

great  upsurge  across  the  country,  including  the  construction  site  of  the  Huichon 

Power Station, rousing Party organizations and officials to action and giving fullest 

play  to  the mental  strength  of  service  personnel  and people.  Following the  great 

General, who continued his field guidance trips day and night, braving the biting cold 

and sultry  weather,  heavy  rain  and  snowstorm,  the  harmonious  whole  of  service 

personnel and people rose up, kindling raging flames of great innovations and leap 

forward. Two rounds of his visit to China in the limelight of the world were historic, 

in that they put the traditional relations of friendship between DPRK and China onto 

a new stage and created an environment favourable for our revolution.

Our cause of building a great, prosperous and powerful country will make steady 

progress toward the historic milestone set up by the respected General—this is the 

conviction our service personnel and people etched in their hearts in the worthwhile 

struggle of last year. The forthcoming decades of the 21st century will continue to 

shine as decades of great victories of sophisticated and experienced Kim Jong Il’s 

style of politics.

New Year 2011 is a year of general offensive, when a radical turn should be 

brought  about  in  the  building  of  a  thriving  nation  by  kindling  more  fiercely  the 

flames of great upsurge in improving the people’s standard of living. 

General Kim Jong Il said:

“We  should  bring  earlier  the  bright  future  of  a  thriving  nation  by  making 

continuous innovations and advance, full of confidence in victory.”

Our people’s struggle to put up the plate of a powerful nation at the gate of the 
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dignified Kim Il Sung’s Korea has entered an important phase.

Next year we will  be greeting the centenary of the birth of President Kim Il 

Sung. President Kim Il Sung is the founding-father of socialist Korea and the pioneer 

of the cause of building a Juche-oriented powerful nation. His lifetime instructions 

are tantamount to the programmes of the Party that must not be contravened to the 

slightest degree. We should launch an all-out, vigorous offensive for a breakthrough 

to realize the wish of the President to build a prosperous country, and thus greet the 

centenary of his birth as the greatest holiday of Kim Il Sung’s nation and a great 

event of humankind. 

Ours  are  a  heroic  people  who  carry  out  without  fail  whatever  they  are 

determined to do, and an indomitable people who never mark time even for a moment 

in the struggle to realize their lofty ideals. The world is now witnessing what great 

miracles are being wrought by our service personnel and people who, full of great 

ambition,  are  rushing  toward  the  status  of  a  powerful  country,  invincible  and 

prospering.

This year’s general offensive is a continuation of the grand onward march for 

improving the people’s standard of living, and its new, higher stage.

We  have  already  made  a  big  stride  in  implementing  our  Party’s  ambitious 

strategy for improving the people’s standard of living. We are now faced with the 

urgent task to consolidate and develop the already achieved successes in order to 

raise the people’s standard of living to the level appropriate to a great, prosperous and 

powerful country. It is a steadfast stand of our Party that the improvement of the 

people’s  standard  of  living  should  be  regarded  as  the  most  important  issue,  the 

highest goal of its struggle, and carried through. We should make the whole country 

reverberate with the echoes of continued innovation and advance, echoes of general 

offensive, for a bright future, when people will enjoy all kinds of blessings to their 
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heart’s content. 

 “Bring about a  decisive turn in  the improvement  of  the people’s  standard of 

living and the building of a great, prosperous and powerful country by accelerating 

the development of light industry once again this year!”—this is the militant slogan 

we should uphold in speeding up the onward march for a great upsurge in the New 

Year. 

Light industry is the major front in the general offensive of this year. 

Now  we  have  built  up  key  industries  and  a  strong  force  of  scientists  and 

technicians that support the revolution in light industry, and we have accumulated 

valuable experiences of putting light industry on the stage of upturn against all odds. 

To accelerate the development of light industry is a mature requirement and most 

pressing task for building the country into an economic giant. 

Today the stand on light industry is an important matter directly related with the 

attitude toward the people and the Party and with the viewpoint of the revolution. We 

should make sure that this year, a year of light industry, the whole country seethes 

with  efforts  to  give  priority  to  and  concentrate  everything  on  the  sector  of  light 

industry.

The  modern  light-industry  factories,  splendid  producers  of  consumer  goods 

serving as models in the new century, all of which our Party built at great cost, are 

precious assets for the improvement of the people’s standard of living. The sector of 

light industry should pay first  and foremost  attention to making the factories and 

enterprises associated with the Party’s warm care keep their production running at a 

high level. It should focus on the production of primary consumer goods and other 

necessities widely used in life, and expand and augment the overall production of 

other consumer goods. Respect for people and patriotism find expression in bringing 

about a radical improvement in the quality of consumer goods. The sector of light 
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industry should turn out commodities that would be favoured by people, immaculate 

by any standard and competitive on the world market. It is also necessary to increase 

the kinds of consumer goods to meet people’s diverse demands and tastes.

Continuous  efforts  should  be  directed  to  putting  the  production  of  consumer 

goods on a modern, scientific basis.  It is our Party’s plan to press ahead with the 

upgrading of light industry, not partially but in an all-round way, not on an ordinary 

standard but on a standard of cutting edge, and with a sight set far ahead into the 

future. The upgrading of light industry should be carried on effectively by employing 

the finish-one-by-one method.  Officials  and workers in this sector should steadily 

improve the level of their technical skills so that they can adeptly operate CNC-based 

and other modern equipment and meet the scientific and technological requirements 

in their production and business activities. 

Local  industry  has  a  considerable  share  in  the  country’s  output  of  consumer 

goods. Upholding the torch of a revolution in local industry General Kim Jong Il 

kindled in Changsong, all  the people should launch a campaign to bolster up the 

local-industry factories across the country. It is important to follow the examples of 

Hoeryong  and  Kanggye  in  developing  local  industry  as  suited  to  one’s  actual 

conditions and tapping all the locally available raw and other materials to run local-

industry factories at full capacity. 

Public and nationwide concern for light industry should be heightened. True to 

the  Party’s  policy  of  attaching  great  importance  to  light  industry,  raw and  other 

materials, fuel and funds necessary for this sector should be provided in good time 

and  in  sufficient  amounts.  A  great  effort  should  be  channelled  into  putting  the 

production of raw and other materials on a Juche-oriented, domestic basis. The drive 

for  August  3  consumer  goods  production,  which  is  demonstrating  its  vitality  in 

making  a  revolution in  light  industry,  should be  more  vigorously  conducted,  and 
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units, as many as possible, should launch a drive to markedly increase the production 

of daily necessities. A revolution should be brought about in commodity supply and 

public catering service to make the people-oriented policies of the Party pay off. 

The present grand onward march for the improvement of the people’s standard of 

living demands that a full-scale offensive be launched in the overall economic front.

Now our Party expects the officials and working class in the vanguard sectors of 

the national economy, the sectors of basic industry, to become the starting fire, like 

the heroic working class of the Kim Chaek Iron and Steel Complex, in making the 

flames of the great upsurge flare up more fiercely in improving the people’s standard 

of living. Achieve the victory of the great upsurge with the faith, mettle and practical 

abilities of the Kim Chaek Iron and Steel Complex—this is a call of our Party.

Rapid  increase  in  coal  production leads  to  the mass-production of  fertilizers, 

fibres,  electricity and steel.  The sector of coal-mining industry should concentrate 

effort on the coal mines with large deposits and favourable mining conditions and 

develop new coal fields in order to radically increase the output of coal. The whole 

country should assist the coal-mining sector with a sense of responsibility so as to 

inspire the coal-miners’ morale. The sector of electric-power industry should direct 

efforts to running the generating facilities at full capacity at all times, and improving 

and  perfecting  the  system  of  power  transmission  and  supply.  The  officials  and 

working class in the sector of metal industry, while consolidating the great victory 

achieved in perfecting the Juche-based steel-making system, should attain without 

fail the high target of iron and steel production. Railway transport is the pilot of the 

national  economy.  A  drive  for  increased  transport  should  be  more  vigorously 

conducted  to  satisfy  the  growing,  overall  demand  for  transport  by  the  national 

economy, and the whole country should turn out in upgrading railways radically.

A revolution  in  light  industry  is  just  a  revolution  in  chemical  industry.  The 
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renovated  large-scale  chemical-industry  bases  in  the  Hamhung,  Namhung  and 

Sunchon areas should put their production on a normal track, thus turning out more 

fibres,  plastic  goods,  various  kinds  of  basic  chemical  goods,  fertilizers  and 

agrochemicals indispensable to improving the people’s standard of living. 

The agricultural front is the lifeline for solving the problem of people’s living. 

We should take bringing about an innovation in agricultural production as the key to 

giving full play to the advantages of our style of socialism and opening the gates of a 

thriving country.  The agricultural  sector  should thoroughly implement  the Party’s 

policies  of  seed  revolution,  double  cropping,  revolution  in  potato  farming  and 

soybean farming, and actively introduce advanced farming methods and techniques 

including  organic  farming.  Competition  should  be  vigorously  pressed  on  to 

drastically  boost  unit-area  grain  yield  by  learning  after  the  model  units  that  are 

realizing with credit the Party’s far-reaching plan of rural construction. Today, our 

Party appeals for a revolution in aiding the countryside. Upholding the intention of 

the Party to solve the food problem without fail, state investment in the agricultural 

sector should be radically increased. All sectors and all units should give priority to 

the provision of materials necessary for farming in advance of farming processes.

The Songun era of great upsurge is a thrilling age, when monumental structures 

for  people’s  happiness  are  being  set  up  in  a  way  larger  than  ever  before.  The 

construction of the Huichon Power Station, the coal gasification project in Hungnam, 

the construction of 100, 000 flats in Pyongyang and other major construction projects 

should  be  accelerated  to  the  maximum  for  their  completion  at  the  earliest  date 

possible.  It  is  essential  to  ensure  the  quality  of  structure  on  the  highest  level 

cherishing the lofty feeling of patriotism to take responsibility for the safety of the 

projects and guarantee their absolute quality for all eternity. Production of building 

materials should be radically boosted,  and the work of building modern bases for 
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building-materials production vigorously pushed ahead.

An  important  way  to  accelerate  the  speed  of  the  onward  march  for  a  great 

upsurge in the whole of economic construction is to continue to intensify the drive of 

breaking through the cutting edge.

It is our Party’s idea of breaking through the cutting edge that all sectors should 

surpass  in  the  shortest  time  the  scientific  and  technical  standards  the  world  has 

reached and stand in the van of the age of knowledge-based economy, on the basis of 

experience of having secured supremacy in the CNC technology. It is necessary to 

actively learn after the Huichon Ryonha General Machine Factory which is rushing 

forward in the van of the drive to push back the frontiers of science and technology. 

The intense drive of breaking through the cutting edge should be waged not only in 

the  machine-building  industry  but  in  all  other  industrial  sectors  and  not  only  in 

central  industry  but  in  local  industry.  The  fields  of  core,  basic  technologies  and 

cutting-edge  science  and  technology,  including  information  technology,  nano 

technology  and  bioengineering,  should  be  developed  radically,  and  science  and 

technology brought close to production. Strong national self-respect that we will beat 

others in the competition of science and technology and self-confidence that we can 

crush the enemy’s blockade of science and technology by dint of the campaign for 

pushing back the frontiers of science and technology should overflow in our hearts. 

Scientists  and  technicians  should  vigorously  wage  a  campaign  of  brains,  a 

technological  campaign,  to  produce  research  findings  of  great  value  that  are 

conducive to the revolution in light industry and the development  of the national 

economy, and everyone should take an active part in the mass technical innovation 

movement.

The principle of self-reliance should be applied thoroughly. Structures built with 

our  own  efforts  and  wisdom  are  soundly  based,  highly  profitable  and  surely 
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prospective. We should be persons strong in the spirit of self-reliance, who make a 

sturdy  dash  only  in  reliance  on  their  own  strength,  like  the  Taegyedo  tideland 

reclaimers  who carried  out  the  instructions  of  President  Kim Il  Sung despite  the 

shortage  of  everything.  We  should  develop  and  harness  underground  resources 

abundant in our country as much as we can to secure raw materials and funds needed 

for the improvement of the people’s standard of living and the building of the country 

into an economic giant.

Improving the economic management becomes more urgent at the moment, when 

the  national  economy  is  put  on  the  trajectory  of  revitalization.  Enterprise 

management should be undertaken in a scientific and profitable way and in line with 

the principles of the socialist economic management of our own style, and a strict 

discipline observed in planning, finance and labour administration in all the units.

Greater efforts should be made to spruce up the overall looks of the country as 

appropriate to a thriving nation.

Those who transform their sectors and units in a revolutionary way with a broad 

and innovative vision of looking out over the world while keeping their feet firmly 

planted on their own land are the genuine builders of a thriving nation. The sector of 

education should raise the quality of education and improve the teaching conditions 

and environment in line with the requirements of the IT era, so as to develop ours into 

a world-class country of intellectual elite. The sector of literature and the arts should 

ensure that  many excellent  works of  the times  which are  clear  in the ideological 

principle and political stand and are down to earth, which can serve as textbooks for 

socialist education, are produced. The medical workers should add further brilliance 

to the advantages of the socialist free medical service by rendering sincere devotion 

to the care for the people’s health and developing the medical science. A hot wind of 

sports should be raised in all  parts of the country to make Songun Korea widely 
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known as a football and sports power.

Boundless  devotion  to  the  cause  of  building  a  great,  prosperous  and  powerful 

country  is  displayed in  the  undertakings  to  spruce  up  the country  including land 

development and city management. The landscaping and afforestation should be done 

on a long-term basis and in a scientific way, and everyone should turn his or her 

native place and workplace into a socialist fairyland. Nationwide efforts should be 

channelled into drastically improving the roads. Cities should be designed and built in 

our  own  style  as  suited  to  the  local  characteristics  and  the  global  trend  of 

development.  Pyongyang,  the  capital  of  the  revolution,  should  be  built  into  a 

pollution-free city covered with verdure, into a magnificent world-class city.

A decisive guarantee for this year’s successful general onward march is in raising 

the Party’s leadership role in every way.

This year will be the first worthwhile year since the Conference of the Workers’ 

Party of Korea.

The spirit of the conference is a spirit of single-hearted unity to invariably defend 

the centre of unity and leadership despite the passage of time, an indomitable spirit of 

forced march to brave a multitude of hardships and build a prosperous and powerful 

nation and a spirit of continuous revolution to accomplish the revolutionary cause 

under the leadership of the great Party. At present the building and activities of our 

Party should be conducted with this spirit as a starting point and be consistent with it.

The Party’s leadership system should be established more thoroughly in politics, 

the military, the economy and all other sectors. The entire Party should be built up 

into an ideologically pure entity and an organizational whole, which shares life and 

death with the leader to the last and into the ranks of death-defying vanguards who 

translate the leader’s intention into brilliant reality.

Our Party wants all its organizations to be powerful and lively organizations that 
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lead the onward march for improving the people’s standard of living in the van. The 

habit of the Party organization and the administration carrying out revolutionary tasks 

as a harmonious whole and the principle of conducting all the economic activities in a 

way of doing political work should be applied thoroughly to Party work. The Party 

organizations should fully get acquainted with the public sentiment as required by the 

revolutionary mass line, intensify the work with people accordingly and deal with 

problems arising in the people’s living in a responsible manner.

It is our Party’s way of work to conduct ideological work more vigorously when 

the tasks to be tackled are huge and the enemy’s moves become more vicious. The 

Party organizations at all levels should undertake education in the Juche idea and 

Songun idea in a consistent and intensive way to make the ideological position of our 

style of socialism rock-firm. They should train the Party members and other working 

people to be stalwart revolutionaries in the Songun era who are possessed of the spirit 

of defending the leader unto death, the spirit of national self-respect, the spirit of self-

reliance and the love of  and devotion to the future.  They should briskly  conduct 

mass-based cultural and artistic activities that are very appealing and refreshing, and 

continue to conduct the Three- Revolution Red Flag Movement.

We should further strengthen the militant might of the People's Army as we hold 

fast to our Party’s line of the Songun revolution.

At present the Juche-oriented cause of army building is making dynamic progress 

on a new, high stage.

The People’s  Army should bring about  a  fresh  radical  turn in  all  military  and 

political work by faithfully supporting the leadership of the great Songun commander 

Kim Jong Il this year that marks the 20th anniversary of his assumption of the KPA 

supreme commandership and the 15th anniversary of the launch of the movement of 

winning the title of O Jung Hup-led Seventh Regiment.
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The  People’s  Army  should  firmly  carry  forward  the  precious  tradition  of 

absolutely trusting and following the Party and the leader and defending them unto 

death  under  the  slogan  “Let  us  defend  with  our  very  lives  the  Party  Central 

Committee headed by the great Comrade Kim Jong Il!” We should establish more 

soundly the monolithic command system of the Supreme Commander in the whole 

army, and deepen the Party’s political work incessantly to defend and add brilliance 

forever to its revolutionary character as the army of the leader and the Party.

Today’s training is a forge that produces tomorrow’s war hero. The entire army 

should conduct intense combat training in an atmosphere of actual battle as required 

by the tense situation so as to reliably prepare all the officers and men to be all-round 

officers  and  a-match-for-a-hundred  combatants  who  support  our  Party’s  will  of 

Songun by force of arms.

It  is  necessary  to  improve  the  command  and  management  of  units  by  giving 

priority to the strengthening of company and amply demonstrate the militant spirit 

and looks of the revolutionary elite army by enforcing strict military discipline. The 

entire  army  should  achieve  unity  between  officers  and  men  and  combination  of 

military work with political work more thoroughly under the slogan that calls on it to 

become one comrade, and always take the lead in strengthening unity between army 

and people in every way. The People’s Army should remain highly alert with the 

Juche-oriented view of war and the fighting spirit with which to annihilate the enemy.

The spirit of the People’s Army resemblant to its great Supreme Commander is the 

Paektu spirit of offensive, and the mode of its counteraction of justice is the prompt, 

merciless and annihilatory action. It will not in the least pardon those who impair our 

absolute dignity and socialist system even a bit and violate our airspace, territory and 

waters even an inch, but discharge at any cost the historic mission it has assumed on 

behalf of the country and the nation with matchless arms.
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When the People’s Army rushes forward holding banner as befits the main force of 

the revolution, the whole of society will be vibrant with life and seethe with the spirit 

of great upsurge. It  should build monumental  structures of lasting value and be a 

model that leads civilians with the revolutionary soldier spirit, soldier temperament 

and soldier culture in the major theatres of the campaign to build a great, prosperous 

and powerful country.

The defence industry is a source of the mightiness of Songun Korea and a reliable 

guarantee  for  the  improvement  of  the  people’s  standard  of  living.  The  sector  of 

defence industry should continue to admirably perform its mission as a pacemaker in 

the  campaign  to  break  through the  cutting  edge  and  a  locomotive  that  leads  the 

overall economy.

It  is necessary to radically improve the style and way of work in line with the 

requirements of the new era of the Songun revolution.

“Fight and create as befit the descendants of President Kim Il Sung!”—this is our 

motto. We should work optimistically with lofty aims, high ideals and great courage 

as  our  President  did.  We should  add lustre  to  each  moment  of  the  age  of  great 

upsurge with the indomitable disposition to perform without fail even what others say 

is impossible, the daring spirit of creating world-shaking things and the revolutionary 

way of work of doing everything perfectly so that it can bring benefits even to the 

coming generations.

Success in the grand onward march for improving the people’s standard of living 

depends on officials,  the leading personnel. They should not merely support Party 

policies but be doers who translate them into reality and fighters who carry out the 

tasks assigned by the Party most excellently, most sincerely, most faithfully and most 

perfectly and at the risk of their lives. Like the officials of the March 5 Youth Mine, 

they  should  set  ambitious,  long-term  goals  and  plan  every  type  of  work 
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methodologically so as to revolutionize the administration of their respective units. 

Everyone  should  realize  his  or  her  beautiful  ideals  to  the  last  with  boundless 

attachment to his or her province, county, village and workplace.

The robust contingent of young people is the main force for national defence and 

socialist construction. Young people should display mass heroism to the full in every 

theatre of the campaign for the building of a great, prosperous and powerful nation, 

flying high the flag of Kim Il Sung Socialist Youth League. Young people in the 

Songun era should burn their hearts with the great ambition and passion to shoulder 

the  heavy  burden  of  the  motherland  and  seize  supremacy  in  the  cutting-edge 

technologies. 

The working people’s organizations should concentrate their efforts on ideological 

education for enlisting the mental strength of their members, and intensify a variety 

of mass movements including socialist emulation and shock-brigade movement. 

Last  year our nation’s movement  for the country’s reunification made dynamic 

progress even in the face of the vicious challenges of the separatist forces inside and 

outside. 

The 10th anniversary of the June 15 Joint Declaration and the 30th anniversary of 

the proposal for founding the Democratic Federal Republic of Koryo were marked 

significantly  in  the  north,  south  and abroad,  powerfully  demonstrating  the  ardent 

desire of the nation for reunification. The more time passes by and the more ordeals 

and hardships crop up,  the stronger the fellow countrymen’s  will  to reunify their 

country independently is growing.

Last year the south Korean conservative authorities revealed their true colours as 

the minion of war and anti- reunification, confrontation maniac. In collaboration with 

the outside forces they incessantly hatched anti-DPRK plots and perpetrated north-

targeted war moves, scuttling the inter-Korean dialogues and national reconciliation. 
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Their reckless and wild behaviour stirred up surging indignation of the whole nation. 

It is entirely thanks to our Songun politics of love of the country and the nation and 

our persevering efforts that war was deterred in the Korean peninsula and a series of 

humanitarian  activities  were  conducted  between  north  and  south  even  under  the 

touch-and-go situation. 

The new decade of the 21st century is the years of hope, years of reunification and 

prosperity, when the tragedy of national division must be brought to an end. 

Today there is no more vital task than national reunification for the Korean people. 

The  stand  of  attaching  importance  to  the  nation,  the  stand  toward  independent 

reunification, is the touchstone by which to distinguish patriotism from treachery. 

This year we should launch a more determined campaign to improve inter-Korean 

relations and reunify the country under the slogan,  “Let all  Koreans in the north, 

south and abroad join efforts and bring a new phase of independent reunification!”

Confrontation between north and south should be defused as early as possible. 

The  south  Korean  authorities  should  scrap  the  anti-reunification  policy  of 

confrontation  with  the  fellow  countrymen,  which  is  subjected  to  unanimous 

denunciation and rejection at home and abroad, and take the road of respecting and 

implementing  the June 15 Joint  Declaration and the October 4 Declaration.  They 

should immediately discontinue the anti-DPRK smear campaign and the crackdown 

on  the  patriotic  forces  aspiring  after  reunification,  which  are  hindering  national 

reconciliation and unity and which run counter to reunification.

The  danger  of  war  should  be  removed  and  peace  safeguarded  in  the  Korean 

peninsula.

If a war breaks out on this land, it will bring nothing but a nuclear holocaust. The 

entire nation should rise up as one in the sacred, just and patriotic struggle against 

war and for defending peace in the Korean peninsula. It is imperative to check the 
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north-targeted war exercises and arms buildup of the bellicose forces at home and 

abroad that seriously threaten national security and peace. Collaboration with outside 

forces leads to war and national  ruin.  The entire nation should never tolerate  the 

criminal moves of pro-US war hawks who stake their fate on foreign forces and drive 

the situation to the brink of war in collusion with them.

Dialogue and cooperation should be promoted proactively.

Active efforts should be made to create an atmosphere of dialogue and cooperation 

between  north  and  south  by  placing  the  common  interests  of  the  nation  above 

anything else. Free travel of and exchanges between people from all walks of life 

should be ensured and cooperation projects encouraged, to contribute to improving 

inter-Korean relations and to achieving reunification.

The North-South Joint Declaration is a banner of independent reunification which 

all the fellow countrymen should invariably hold high and a milestone of national 

prosperity. A rosy future will be in store for our nation when all its members in the 

north, south and abroad hold fast to the declaration and the ideal of By Our Nation 

Itself,  its  basic  spirit,  as  the  lifeline  of  the  national  reunification  movement,  and 

thoroughly implement it.

The  developments  last  year  witnessed  in  the  international  arena  show that  the 

imperialist  high-handedness  and  arbitrariness  cannot  make  sense  any  longer  and 

nothing can check the current of the times moving along the road of independence. 

The DPRK is consistent in its stand and will to achieve peace in Northeast Asia and 

denuclearization of the whole of the Korean peninsula. We will, in the future, too, 

strive  to  develop  relations  of  friendship  and  cooperation  with  countries  that  are 

friendly  towards  us  and  achieve  global  independence  under  the  ideals  of 

independence, peace and friendship.

The  cause  of  our  Party  that  has  followed  the  victorious  road  generation  after 
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generation and century after century is now registering one victory after another with 

greater vigour and vitality. To review the one-hundred-year history of Kim Il Sung’s 

Korea, there has been no era like today when our nation’s dignity is exalted so highly 

and confidence in the future is so absolute in the hearts of our people.

The gates of final victory are in sight. Our Party’s militant appeal for putting spurs 

after  spurs  to  the  general  onward  march  of  the  revolution  is  a  banner  of  great 

innovation to rise up to the world by jumping at one go over the stages which have 

been followed by others, a banner of patriotic loyalty to realize without fail in our 

generation President Kim Il  Sung’s desire for  building a thriving nation. We will 

staunchly  advance  till  the day of  final  victory by uninterruptedly setting spurs  to 

Chollima in the Songun era for a leap forward and general offensive.

Let us all bring about a decisive turn in the building of a great, prosperous and 

powerful country in high spirits, firmly rallied around the Party Central Committee 

headed by General Kim Jong Il.
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